





‘JOWA LIBRARY QUARTERLY 


Issued by the Library Commission of the State of Iowa 














ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS MATTER AT THE POST OFFICE AT DES MOINES, IOWA 








Edited by ee 
A. ROBINSON 


DES MOINES, as 
OCTOBER—NOVEMBER—DECEMBER—1916 { 


NUMBER 16 








iowa LIBRARY COMMISSION 


CT: To aid in the » the estabMehenent and developP- 
of free and other public libraries in the State of 


MEMBERS. 
"SON BRIGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
8 WALTER A. JESSUP, Iowa City, 
_M. Deyoe, Des Moines. 
Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
A. J. BARKLEY, Boone. 
_ BR. ORCHARD, Council Bluffs. 
Gi 


A. ROBINSON, Secretary, Des Moines. 


mn rat is mailed free to all public libra- 
to trustees of free public libraries in the 


of Iowa. 








r Cycle of Stories on Iowa History. 

"BY GRACE SHELLENBERGER, CHILDREN’S 

g LIBRARIAN, DES MOINES PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 


Taeross 1 the world the ceaseless march of 


- Has ol through slumbering fires, left by 
‘a the bold, 
~ Who first beyond the guarded outposts ran 
> : And saw with wondering eyes new lands 
unrolled— 
” Who built the hut in which the home began, 
' And round a camp-fire’s ashes broke the 
mold.” 
—Meredith Nicholson. 


Bs. ' For some time it has been in our 
thought that there was a wealth of ma- 
te ial for a cycle of Iowa stories on the 
' explorations of the Mississippi Valley 
; d early settlement of the Iowa country. 
_A little investigation proved this 

- theory correct, but at the same time, 
" that the material was somewhat seat- 
id and not always in a form that per- 

ited of a dramatic presentation such 

a “‘story to tell’’ demands. 
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At intervals-for a couple of years we 
have done some reading and sifting of 
material, but the real work of putting 
the material in shape has been accom- 
plished by Miss Olivia MeCabe, first as- 
sistant in the circulating department of 
the Des Moines Public Lbrary. 


It has been no light task for the work 
involved has meant a wide reading of 
Iowa history. The richest sources have 
been the Journal of Iowa History and 
Polities, the Annals of Iowa and Sabin’s 
Making of Iowa. 


To handle the material to the satis- 
faction of the story-teller and at the 
same time keep a certain dignity of 
style which the presentation of history 
demands, is a delicate matter. More- 
over, not even to make the story suf- 
ficiently thrilling to hold the interest of 
a somewhat critical group of children 
ean certain prosaic facts be eliminated. 
Monotony, drudgery, toil, such as we 
scarcely know in these days, filled the 
lives of the pioneer men and women and 
it has been our plan to picture that side 
too. 


Every river and streum in Iowa has 
probably been the scene of some struggle 
between Indian bands, or between the 
Indians and settlers. It would easily 
be a temptation to dwell at length on 
that phase. Before the settlers came, the 
Sioux in the north and west sections of 
the state were at war with the Algon- 
quin tribes of Sacs and Foxes in the east 
and south country. All the central part 
of the state was regarded by both tribes 








as their hunting grounds. The struggles 
resulting from alleged trespassing was 
bloody and never ending. 

The practical annihilation of the 
Ioway tribe, in reality a Sioux tribe but 
at war with both Sioux and Sax and 
Foxes, is a moving story and one we 
could not leave out in our cycle. This 
we found in Sabin’s Making of Iowa, 
and Fulton’s Sketches of the Northwest. 

When we came to a consideration of 
what stories to tell first, it seemed logical 
and fitting to begin with the folklore 
of the tribes in Iowa. In itself this is a 
fascinating study. It would lead the 
student on and on, and presents a good 
many. difficulties. We did not have ac- 
cess to Fulton’s Red Men of Iowa. It 
would no doubt be splendid source ma- 
terial. 

We used about three stories in open- 
ing our cycle which could be classed as 
Indian folklore. Frequently in our 
general reading we found reference to 
certain stories but never found the whole 
story. After piecing together all the 
fragments we could find we then looked 
up that type of story in the folklore of 
the race to which that tribe belonged 
and from that made our own version. 

As is always true of the folklore of a 
primitive people we found a good many 
tales that were far from charming. 
Frequently the type story was very 
marked. One folk tale told by the In- 
dians along the Mississippi has a marked 
resemblance to the Pandora story. 

‘‘There was once a powerful medicine 
man who had shut up the sun, moon, 
stars, water and fire in a great chest. 
The poor Indians who lived in Iowa 
were shivering with cold, tortured by 
thirst with only bitter, brackish water to 
drink. But they had one friend, the 
raven. 

The raven was a mysterious being also 
somewhat of a magician, and he suc- 
ceeded in releasing the astral bodies, 
spilled enough water, as he flew with a 
pailful in his beak, to make the rivers 
and lakes of Iowa. Then he crowned 
his good deeds by seizing a live coal of 
fire just before the medicine man was 
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about to replace it in his chest.” 
brief summary was enlarged and gj 
a _——— and made a good tale ; 
tell. qi 
We searched for a corn legend... Sppa 
ly Iowa Indians had some story 
the origin of corn. All the 
from the very earliest tell of the eultiva, 
tion of corn and beans by the sqy 
in this Mississippi Valley country, 
the time of Black Hawk the Indians 
about 800 acres under cultivation y 
the present city of Rock Island, 
all our search revealed no Iowa eop 
legend, so in our first telling we used 
the version very much as it is told by 
Schooleraft and by Longfellow in Hig. 
watha, taking the story-teller’s liberty 
of putting in a little local color. Later 
in the study of Black Hawk we found 
the desired folk tale as told in his-tribe 


2 
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It is given below as Miss McCabe elah. § be 
orated it. . 
The Sac Legend of the Coming of the rap 
Corn. d 
‘‘Two hunters had wandered far from it ¢ 
the Sac lodges in search of game. Hay. bea 
ing killed a deer, they built a fire tp use 
roast some of the venison that they might kor 
eat it. As the fragrant odor of the roast. Sin 
ing meat rose to the heavens the Indians © ern 
saw the bright clouds approach the sor 
earth and to their astonishment they wor 
saw a beautiful woman descend from ay 
them. They thought that she must be stor 
hungry and that she had come to them lim 
because of the sweet smell of their say- our 
ory roast. They immediately took a tale 
choice portion of the meat to her and vyel 
when she had eaten it she thanked them y 
and told them that if they would return in 
to that very place at the end of a year, ver 
they would find there a reward for their oor 
kindness and generosity. Then she a& sett 
cended to the clouds again and they saw Rea 
her no more. wit] 
Wondering much, the two hunters re of { 
turned to their fire and soon after started frot 


‘back to their village where they re It i 
lated all the wonder which had hap 
pened to them, what they had seen and 
done and heard. The people laughed at 
them and made all manner of fun of 













but when the end of the year 
- drew near and the hunters prepared to 
go to the appointed place, a great num- 
‘ber of the people accompanied them. 

they reached the consecrated 
a d where the beautiful woman of 
" the clouds had sat, they found the corn 
growing where her right hand had 
ig on the earth, and where her left 
hand had touched it grew beans, and 
between them where her body had rested 
on the ground, grew tobacco. 


he first two plants were ever after 
eultivated by the Saecs and became their 
principal provisions. In gratitude to 
the Great Spirit, the giver of the harv- 
est, the Indians hold feasts at harvest 
time, returning thanks for all the good- 
ness he had conferred upon them. Each 
grain of corn is cherished and none of 
it is ever carelessly wasted.”’ 


(Souree—Black Hawk’s 
raphy). 

As was true of the folk-tale, so was 
it also true that not all the legends are 
beautiful nor suitable to tell. We have 
used one—the Legend of Minnie-Wan- 
kon. This has proved very popular. 
Since it concerns the lakes in the north- 
ern part of the state, the summer re- 
sorts of Iowa, it seems to me the interest 
would not be local but state wide. 


In planning the cycle we called these 
stories of Indian legend and folklore pre- 
liminaries, the connecting link between 
our usual stories of heroes and fairy 
tales. Now we are ready for the real 
vyele. : 

We began with the First White Men 
in lowa—Marquette and Joliet—no 
very new story perhaps not especially 
thrilling, and yet a story with a quiet 
setting that has a charm all its own. 
Read the early chapters of the ‘‘Man 
with the Iron Hand’’—the description 
of that village of Peoria Indians back 
from the Great river, on the Iowa river. 
It is a picture of happy, prosperous In- 
dian life that forms such a striking con- 
trast to later Indian atrocities as to 
make us all ponder a bit. What changed 
the dignified welcome of the chief; 
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‘*How beautiful is the sun Oh French- 
men when thou comest to visit us’’ to a 
bitter resentment of the coming of the 
white man, to a welcome with war cry 
and tomahawk. 

There was no question about the popu- 
larity of ‘‘Julien Dubuque and the 
Mines of Spain.’’ It had to be told more 
than once. Dubuque’s great kindness 
to his Indian friends pleased our justice 
loving audience. They delighted in the 
friendship between Dubuque and Kettle 
Chief. This bond was so strong that 
Kettle Chief, who died eighteen years 
later, was buried at his own request be- 
side the ‘‘Miner of the Mines of Spain.’’ 
It was the custom of the Indians to vis- 
it Dubuque’s grave yearly. Each In- 
dian carried a stone to add to the grow- 
ing pile that marked the grave. In 
time it became a monument suitable to 
this first Iowa Pioneer. 

Equally interesting is the account of 
Father Mazzuchelli, fittingly called by 
one of the writers for the Journal of 
History and Politics the ‘‘Saint Francis 
of the Mississippi.’’ He sacrificed every 
personal comfort, all his great wealth 
and in the end his life to preach and 
teach among the Indians. This would be 
an especially strong story to use in work 
with the Parochial schools. Material on 
this story will be found in Annals of 
Iowa, Volume VI, page 286 and Volume 
III, page 579. 

The friendship of Dubuque and Ket- 
tle Chief was paralleled by that between 
Joseph Street and Wapello. 

It was difficult to limit ourselves to a 
reasonable number of Indian heroes. We 
chose at last Black Hawk and Keokuk. 
But Keokuk didn’t prove popular with 
the author. He received only a pass- 
ing notice in the Black Hawk story. 
Keokuk was the leader of the peace party 
while Black Hawk stood ready for a 
struggle for what he thought right. There 
is opportunity, however, to tell a little 
more of Keokuk, toward the close of the 
cycle in the narrative of the settlement 
of Des Moines. 

Justice could not be done to the thril- 
ling events of Black Hawk’s life in one 











story. His appreciation of the natural 
advantages and beauties of his home, his 
stubborn clinging to the land of his 
fathers, his devotion to his tribe, showed 
a characteristic that our eager little lis- 
teners failed to interpret as savagery 
but saw in it only patriotism. 

Zebulon Pike, a young. explorer, came 
up the Mississippi from St. Louis and 
selected the site of Fort Madison. Black 
Hawk in his autobiography says 1t was 
reported to be a trading post, but when 
the Indians saw the soldiers felling trees 
and working with their guns at hand 
their suspicions were aroused. There are 
several breathless incidents in this story, 
but when the tale had moved along to 
the point where the small garrison at 
Fort Madison was surrounded by In- 
dians who shot blazing arrows into the 
logs of the fort, when food and water 
ran low and help no nearer than Fort 
St. Louis, then the boys on the back 
row began to show signs of the strain. 
We hurried the narration through the 
digging of the tunnel to the river and 
the escape by boats down the Missis- 
sippi. 

Thus far we can speak from actual ex- 
perience in telling these stories. 

In planning a cycle one could not omit 
such an interesting topic as the Trails 
of Iowa. Perhaps the Mormon trail 
will not have the intense interest of 
Black Hawk, but it is an experience un- 
usual in the history of any state. The 
wisdom in planning to meet the perils 
and difficulties of travel in that early 
day and particularly the season, com- 
mands respect. 

We feel confident of the story tell- 
ing material to be found in the Spirit 
Lake Massacre. Perhaps it will seem al- 
most too horrible, but the child who de- 
lights in the goryness of Beowulf is not 
likely to shrink at this. It would not 
seem fitting to omit an account of Iowa’s 
great tragedy. 

The cycle as planned is to close with 
a story or perhaps two on the establish- 
ment of the forts and the settlement of 
Des Moines. 

The material Miss McCabe used in 


preparation of these stories is given be 
low. Most of it may be found in the jj. 


braries of the state. 

There is much material that is omitted 
here, but already the cycle has stretched 
beyond regulation length. It was hard 
indeed for the writer to omit any mep. 


tion of the various communities whieh 


have found Iowa a hospitable state. 
The interest in the early history jg 
shown in many circles. 


in 
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We all look | 


forward to seeing the film the ‘‘Wilg — 
Rose of Iowa’’ which is being prepared — 


by the State Historical Film Corpora. 
tion. In the schools we find a keen jn. 
terest. Other states are also preparing 


very readable books on their early hig 
tory such as ‘‘Once Upon a Time in Ip. 
Connecticut has a similar story, 


9? 


diana. 
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Bradley—Story of The Pony Express. 
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West. 


Catherwod—Rocky Fork. 
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Iowa Library Association. 
SECOND COLFAX MEETING. 
Twenty-seventh Annual Meeting, 1916. 


Hotel Colfax having proved so pleas- 
ant in 1915. the meeting for 1916 was 
arranged for the same place, and called 
together a larger number than any pre- 
ceding year, the attendance reaching 130 
librarians, 25 trustees, and 25 visitors, 
making a total of 180. It was also voted 
by all present to be one of the best meet- 
ings of the Iowa Library Association ever 
held. The addresses were inspiring, the 
discussions helpful and the sessions be- 
gan and closed on time. 


The meeting opened at 2:30 on Wed- 
nesday afternoon, October 11th, with re- 
ports of the association officers and the 
commission secretary. 


These were followed by an address 
on ‘‘Publicity’’ by Mr. Hugh MeVey, 
Advertising Counselor, Capper Publica- 
tions, Topeka, Kansas. Mr. McVey said 
in part ‘‘The library of today is en- 
titled to praise or blame as it fulfills or 
neglects its ever increasing duty as the 
center of the town’s civic, artistic and 
educational life. It is our privilege as 
well as our duty to make known through 
the columns of the newspapers, through 
co-operation with merchants, schools and 
all live interests of the town, the re- 
sources of the library.’’ The discussion 
which followed Mr. MeVey’s paper 
brought out many interesting and suc- 
cessful methods of publicity which had 
been tried in the libraries represented 
by those present. 

The evening program consisted of an 
address by Mr. C. E. Rush, Librarian 
of the Des Moines Public Library, on 
‘*Tilustrators of Children’s _Books,’’ 
which was greatly. enjoyed by all. 
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Through the aid of lantern slides the 
illustrations of children’s books old and 
recent were shown and the fact empha- 
sized that the funny newspaper page 
with its distorted and hideous pictures 
will have no appeal to the child who has 
grown up with Kate Greenaway, Cal- 
decott, Boutet de Monvel and their fel- 
low illustrators. 

A social hour followed this address. 

Thursday morning’s session opened 
with a book symposium participated in 
by Mr. K. G. Smith of Iowa State Col- 
lege, on Engineering Books; Mr. N. A. 
Briscoe of the University of Iowa, on 
Business Books, and Mr. H. H. Gibson, 
Iowa State College, on Agricultural 
Books. (Lists of the books suggested 
by each speaker may be obtained by writ- 
ing to the secretary of the Library Com- 
mission. ) 

Mrs. H. M. Towner of Corning spoke 
on ‘‘The Public Library and Study 
Clubs,’’ and Mrs. A. J. Barkley of Boone, 
on ‘‘A Literary Study of the Book of 
Job.’’ Two minute reviews of the fol- 
lowing books closed the session: 

Frost, ‘‘North of Boston,’’ Mrs. H. J. 
Howe, Marshalltown. 

Rinehart, ‘‘Through Glacier National 
Park,’’ Miss Almira Wilcox, Dubuque. 

McClure, ‘‘My Autobiography,’’ Mrs. 
Bertha S. Baird, Mason City. 

Thayer, ‘‘Life and Letters of John 
a Miss Charlotte Crosley, Webster 

ity. 

Fels, ‘‘ Joseph Fels,’’ Mrs. C. C. Loom- 
is, Cedar Rapids. 

O’Shaughnessy, ‘‘A Diplomat’s Wife 
in Mexico,’’ Miss Helen McRaith, Iowa 
City. 

Wald, ‘‘The House in Henry Street,’’ 
Miss Edna Geisler, Muscatine. 

Kilmer, ‘‘Trees and Other Poems,’’ 
Miss Grace D. Rose, Davenport. 

Masters, ‘‘Spoon River Anthology,’’ 
Miss Anna Maude Kimberly, Marshall- 
town. 

Vers Libre and its high priestess, 
Amy Lowell, being the general subject 
of Mr. Brigham’s talk. 

On Thursday afternoon in an address 
on ‘‘Library Service,’’ Mr. Allen D. Al- 


bert, ex-president of the International 
Association of Rotary Clubs, gave an jp. © 


spiring interpretation of the high eal. 9 


ing of librarians. Similar to his ow, 


experience in being presented at one § 


time with a gold loving cup, his joy jn 
the discovery that it was filled with golq 
coin, the added pleasure of planning to 
spend the contents and the sequel that 
to this day it is unspent—is the condj. 
tion of the libraries of United States; — 
the riches of position and privilege, the 
consequent difficulty in keeping a right 
perspective and spending themselves for 
only the best. Given well equipped 
buildings, the most remarkable gon. 
struction of the present civilization, ji. — 
braries as part of the educational 
tem of America, are developing new 
functions. The libraries of the old — 
world had as their object the preserya- 
tion of books, but with the development 
of social consciousness in America, ]j- 
braries have today become the dispensers — 
of books, the real problem being to ge. 
eure their largest use. Belonging to q — 
nation with a passion for education li- 
braries have an ever widening field of 
endeavor, but surveying this vast field 
they need not lose heart for the quality 
of service rendered today in general ig 
surpassingly good. Librarians cannot — 
know everything, but they can endeavor _ 
to know the beautiful and lovely and 
so make richer their own and other lives, 

In all these efforts the foreigner in our 
midst should not be forgotten nor the — 
vast part the library may have in mak. — 
ing of him an American citizen. 


Round Tables of Trustees, College 
and Reference Librarians, Librarians of — 
Large and of Small Libraries, Library ~ 
Assistants and Children’s Librarians oc — 
eupied the remaining time of the after- _ 
noon session. ns 

Thursday evening Mrs. Max Mayer — 
of Iowa City, Vice-president, Iowa Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, spoke om 
‘*Women in Municipal Work,’’ and Mr. ~ 
W. F. Frederick, Editor of the Mid 
land, on ‘‘Iowa’s Contribution to Middlé — 
Western Literature.’’ 52 


The speakers on Friday morning were ~ 
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“Dr Benjamin F. Shambaugh of Iowa 
“Pity on the ‘‘Iowa Historical Society,’’ 
«nd Miss Sporleder, also of Iowa City, 
Bop the ‘Relation of Library and School 
78 Work,” and Miss Ione Armstrong of 
: Bluffs, on ‘‘Time Savers.”’ 
| é printed in this issue of the 
Quarterly). +! 
discussion. 

Bees before adjournment the following 
| officers were elected for the coming 


Te president—Miss Ione Armstrong, 

Council Bluffs. 

a ok First Vice-President—Miss Helen Mc- 
_ §& Raith, Iowa City. 

e Second Vice-President—Mrs. Irving C. 
~§ Johnson, Oskaloosa. 


Honorary President—Mr. W. P. 
Payne, Nevada. 

Secretary—Miss Miriam B. Wharton, 
Burlington. 

Treasurer—Miss Fannie Wolf, Cedar 
Rapids. 

Registrar—Miss May B. Ditch, Ottum- 
wa. 





ROUND TABLES. 
TRUSTEES. 

The Trustees’ Round Table at Colfax 
was unusually well attended, about thir- 
ty trustees being present. 

The main topic for discussion was 
“Trustees’ Responsibility to the Com- 
munity.’’ 

Mr. Will Riley of Des Moines read a 

4 splendid and most practical paper on 
 §} “Duties of Trustees in Addition to Rou- 
tine Business.’’ It brought forth an ex- 
eeedingly profitable, informal discussion. 

Mrs. Henry J. Howe of Marshalltown 
spoke on the topic of ‘‘The Club Wom- 
an’s Interest in the Library.’’ Mrs. 
Horace M. Towner gave some excellent 
suggestions on the need of the library 
to keep in touch and work with the high 
school libraries. 

The topics, ‘‘The Use That Should Be 
Made of the Lecture Room in Libraries,”’ 
“The Advantages of the Budget System 
of Expense’ and ‘‘Books Donated to 
the Library,’’ were all touched upon in 
short talks by the trustees in attendance. 

Mrs. Alfred Loranz, Uhairman. 


oe 


1 POO Be Rts as, 


Set one 





SSE 













The last paper called out . 
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. COLLEGE AND REFERENCE LIBRARIANS. 

The topics discussed were ‘‘ Cataloging 
for Librarian or the Public,’’ Miss Jane 
E. Roberts, University of Lowa; ‘‘The 
Use of Periodicals in Class Room Instruc- 
tion,’’ Miss Harriet Sessions, State Col- 
lege; ‘‘Personal Work With Students 
and Faculty,’’ Miss Anne §. Duncan, 
State Teachers’ College. 

L. L. Dickerson, Chairman. 





LARGE LIBRARIES. 

The question of the annual budget 
aroused much interest. \t was felt that 
a budget was the only systematic and 
businesslike method of handling the li- 
brary funds. The proportion of the in- 
come that should be devoted to salaries 
in order to make the remaining money 
effective was undetermined. There 
seemed to be a feeling that statistics of 
various libraries proved that the circu- 
lation per capita increased as the per 
cent for salaries approached fifty. 

The schedule of hours was another 
topic. The hours varied, forty-two were 
the most general. One city recently re- 
duced the time to forty hours a week 
and reported that the same work was ac- 
complished and the spirit had improved. 

The hours at the loan desk received at- 
tention. The practice differed, in some 
libraries the members of the staff are 
scheduled only two hours at a time in 
the afternoon and then go to other duties, 
in others certain assistants spend all their 
time at the desk. Some people are pecu- 
liarly fitted for this work, yet the ques- 
tion of fatigue and the quality of service 
after several hours work must be con- 
sidered. 

The importance of staff meetings was 
emphasized. They offer the only oppor- 
tunity for all to consider changes in 
rules and routine, as well as criticisms 
and improvements. This was the best 
way to encourage good team work. Some 
libraries have current events and carry 
on a course of study at this time. 

Information in regard to lighting fix- 
tures was asked. The indirect and semi- 
indirect, depending upon the height of 
the ceiling, received approval. 

Another point was the number of 











books, especially fiction, that could be 
issued on one card. There was a liberal 
tendency, generally two novels were al- 
lowed, but only one seven day fiction 
could be taken at a time. A patron could 
generally borrow as many classed books 
‘as he wished to carry. 

The use of library rooms by organiza- 
tions of a political character was free in 
some cities, a nominal rent charged in 
others and entirely prohibited by one. 
Meetings of an educational and civie pur- 
pose were generally encouraged by the 
free use. 

One library did not allow children to 
borrow books from the adult department 
but others felt that a child should be per- 
mitted to borrow the book that was 
suited to his needs regardless of depart- 
ment. There is too great a difference in 
the maturity of children to have any 
fixed rule. 

One noticeable fact that was brought 
out was that similar results were at- 
tained by different methods, as locality 
and custom play such an important part 
in the solution of any problem. 

Joanna Hagey, Chairman. 





SMALL LIBRARIES. 


About forty were in attendance at this 
meeting, many of whom took part in- 
formally in the discussions. 

Among the topics considered were 
‘“Work With Children,’’ ‘‘ Discipline in 
the Library,’’ and ‘‘Reference Work 
With High Schools,’’ on all of which the 
experience and opinions of the librarians 
present were freely given. The subjects, 
‘‘What Shall Be Done With Pamphlets 
and Public Documents,’’ and ‘‘Periodi 
eals—What to Buy and What to Bind,”’ 
were crowded out. 

Helen Allen, Chairman. 





ASSISTANTS. 
Seven topics for discussion were taken 
up: 
1. Importance of wide and general 
reading on part of staff, extent to which 
we may depend on book reviews, help- 









fulness of book discussions at staff 
ings, necessity of being familiar 
many lines of thought. 













2. Extent to which we can endeavors 
acquaint ourselves with individual tagte 
and thus get the right book to the row 
person. In this connection was brong 
out the importance of reading books gy 
salesmanship and the way in which staf 
members can apply principles of ¢g 
salesmanship to library work. 















3. Importance of explaining ‘worl 
rules, location of books, card ca acti 
and various departments of lib DD oyear 
new patrons; also that time spent with A 
casual visitors to the library in e § pera 
ing building and work of the library jy caus 
always well spent. A 

4. The people at the loan desk are hog atior 
tesses of the library, should be alway ing 
on the alert, aware of the general a with 
mosphere of the library ; should see and ing | 
greet if possible each patron who entem cont! 
doors and be aware of the presenee of Me 
the patron before he states a request. @un: 

5. Staff members may co-operate with oval 
head librarian in a constructive eh 
through suggestions at staff meetings an publi 
all other times. It is at the loan AY 
that impressions of the library are “te be 
istered, the loan desk assistants are the elasse 
medium of transmitting these impr fall 1 
sions from the public to the librarian meth 
The assistants can to a large measum Ag 
gauge the real needs of the library if Boon 
are active and willing to co-wperate librat 
librarians in this way. : Al 

6. By carefully watching ch organ 
conditions, growth of library, ete., it! brary 
possible often to bring about ch devel 
rules of the library which may f. _ The 
the work and enable us to give be di 
service, such as number of books Bohand 
and length of time circulated. * cial o 

7. A discussion of special privileg : 
teachers, as to whether this is nece oll: 
fair to other students, club members ai ae 
others, was cut short because of lack a i. 
time. This privilege we find is comm ie fac 
given. be key 

Edna Bernard, Chai wade 
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o The Year’s Work. 
- We have several times urged the li- 
®  jparians of Wisconsin to begin the year’s 
jn the library with definite plans. 
® We fear too many, however, have failed 
; 0 follow this suggestion and are now 
BD  eashing on into the busiest portion of the 
Dear without having come to any definite 
“goneclusion as to what are the most es- 
gential activities which must not be neg- 
It is not too late yet, however, 
‘jo sit down and plan for the year‘s 
work. Here is a list of some essential 
getivities to be checked by you for your 
’s work. 

A list of books for the librarian’s own 
—books which will be read be- 

cause of the joy of reading. 

A carefully conceived plan of co-oper- 
ation with the public schools, includ- 
ing a plan for personal acquaintance 
with every teacher, and a plan for com- 
ing in contact with those registered in 
continuation school. 

Memoranda of the date when the 
council and the finance committee con- 
sider the municipal budget and decide 
upon the appropriation for the library, 
with data showing the necessity for a 

ie library appropriation. 

A file of outlines and courses of study 
- to be used by study clubs, extension 
dasses, and similar organizations, with 
full memoranda of material needed and 
methods to be employed in supplying it. 

Aggressive plans for library publicity 
through newspapers, window displays, 
library receptions, exhibits, etc. 

A list of the weak spots in the internal 
organization and equipment of the li- 
brary with plans for improvement and 
development. 

_ There are numerous other things to 
be done; literature must be kept on 
hand on all timely subjects and for spe- 
cial occasions; the library must be pre- 
pared to supply material upon munici- 
pal problems which may arise; civic 
societies, commercial clubs, and similar 
, Organizations must be served; and the 
~@ needs of all classes of workers whether 
in factory, store, office or home, must 
be kept in mind and full preparation 
made for meeting these needs. 
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Some Recent Publicity Methods Used 
in Iowa Libraries. 

So many good things in the way of 
advertising have been done recently by 
Iowa libraries that it is a matter of 
regret that full space cannot be given 
to an account of each. 

Good Book Week, December 4-9, or on 
other dates, was observed by the libraries 
at Chariton, Council Bluffs, Davenport, 
Dunlap, Iowa City, Malvern, Storm 
Lake, Marengo, Mason City, Muscatine, 
and probably others, with newspaper 
publicity, book displays, distribution of 
lists, posters, ete., book dealers and 
schools co-operating with the librarians. 

A library publicity week was also 
carried out at Cedar Rapids, Chariton, 
Clinton and Davenport. This included 
newspaper publicity, especially in Char- 
iton where special library editions were 
a feature, and in Davenport where a 
general article describing the library, 
and articles by the different assistants 
outlining the work of their departments 
appeared. 

In Chariton a special program was 
given at the library each day, beginning 
on Sunday with a Victrola concert; fol- 
lowed on Monday with a meeting for 
men addressed by Mr. Rush of Des 
Moines; Tuesday for the women; Wed- 
nesday rural visitors; Thursday, school 
children, who came by grades and 
listened to talks by the librarian. On 
Friday the city council, library board, 
board of education and teachers were in- 
vited to see a play given by the Camp 
Fire Girls, and listen to a talk by Miss 
Robinson, Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission after which a reception was held. 
Tags were used and during the week 
and bulletins at the street corner aided in 
calling attention to the library and 
everyone visiting the library was taken 
on a tour of inspection. During the 
mornings of the week the telephone girls 
were instructed to answer ‘‘This is li- 
brary week,’’ instead of the usual 
‘Number please.’’ 





In Davenport window displays of li- 
brary books were made in almost all 
the downtown stores, the merchants 
showing. great interest by their dona- 
tion of window space and in many cases 
adding the services of expert window 
trimmers. Striking posters prepared by 
the assistants at the library accompained 
each display. 

During the week the library board 
and the librarian were the guests of the 
Rotary Club which co-operated with the 
library in this publicity campaign. 

In Cedar Rapids library displays ap- 
peared in eleven store windows and all 
the dry goods and men’s furnishing 
stores enclosed slips advertising the li- 
brary in each package sent out. The 
street cars carriéd announcements on 
the outside of the cars. 

At Clinton window displays of books 
and posters were used in the stores, red 
tags were sent out telling of the library, 
slides advertising the library were shown 
at the moving picture houses, and spe- 
cial library talks given at various club 
and social meetings. On Saturday a 
public reception was held at the library 
to which all ~were invited. 

Other libraries have made use of the 
following advertising methods: 

Window displays by the libraries at 
Boone, Council Bluffs, Cherokee, Indi- 
anola and Tama, and special Christmas 
exhibits by the libraries -at Council 
Bluffs, Des Moines, Dubuque, Esther- 
ville, Iowa Falls, Lake City, Marshall- 
town, Mason City, Muscatine, Spencer 
and Washington. 

Library exhibits were made by the 
Carnegie-Stout Library, Dubuque, dur- 
ing Prosperity Week, and the Des Moines 
library at the Electricity Show, and the 
Waterloo library at the Annual Dairy 
and Cattle Congress. 

At Mason City a card giving informa- 
tion regarding the library was enclosed 
with the last quarterly statement sent 
out by the City Water Department. 

_A map survey of the homes in Water- 
loo which have one or more library bor- 
rowers is displayed in library east. A 
red tack indicates from one to three 
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borrowers, a white tack, apart; 
houses or office buildings where 
cards are held, and black headed ¢ 
stand for the five distributing centeng yy 
including the schools. ; A 
Attractive cards advertising the ] 
brary have been placed in the eleyay 
of many of the Des Moines office } 
ings. A large number of exhibits hy 
been made by the Des Moines libram 
and doubtless other libraries in the gty 
of which lack of space forbids ment 
This is also true with regard to oth 
good publicity work done by the di 
ent libraries of the state and not 
described. . 
Naturally many libraries are repo 
ing the largest circulation in the histo» _ 
of the library. Brig 
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One ‘‘Time Saver.’’ ie 
BY IONE ARMSTRONG, LIBRARIAN com 
CIL BLUFFS PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
We are all keeping each day’s gp 
culation by classes both adult and @, 
venile. In our own statistics we 
944 items for each month. In the 
form which I shall adopt at the 
ginning of the year we shall have 
items. In one month I believe at & 
lowest estimate we shall save four } 
time and in a year we shall save mon 
than forty-eight hours because the a 
nual report will require less time in ig” 
preparation. 
What shall we lose? We shall 
know the circulation of any particule 
class. We shall not know how 
books on philosophy or fine arts 
been issued during any period, but 
ever wanted to know this anyway? ff 
in all library history one such requet 
has been recorded is the answer work 
its cost? One librarian kept this 
sified retord thinking it would be 
guide in the purchase of new bo 
Then she had a revelation: if she 
little in her library on philosophy, 
instance, the circulation of books 
philosophy would be small. Now if} 
used the circulation statisties ag 
guide in buying she would ne 
crease her collection on philosophy, 7 
there seemed to be no other good F 
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“shandoned the detailed statistics. 
hat do we gain? Time, time to do 
w of the useful things that have been 
ted out of sight by these rows and 
of figures. ‘ 
is the form we shall use in fu- 
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(The regular Commission blanks may 
heused in this way omitting the columns 
alling for the circulation by classes.— 
Ed.) 


‘How to Make Geography Interesting. 
BY HELENA LA FEVRE, LIBRARIAN IN- 
DIANOLA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Read at the Round Table of Children’s 
Librarians. 

There is the teacher’s, as well as the 

librarian’s viewpoint. So often we hear 

criticism, that we as librarians are 

ing and doing unnecessary things 

*r than taking care of the present 

To avoid the possibility of this 

t eriticism, I asked a number of 

rs, in what way we could give 
the best help. 

suggested first, that they be 

a list of the books of Travel and 


"Read at the Round Table of Children’s Librarians. 





Geography both juvenile and adult; 
second, that we have picture exhibits of 
the various countries; third, that we 
shelve the books of Travel in an at- 
tractive manner or at least in good light. 

Beside following these suggestions, we 
have found that our stereoscopes with 
the views of Russia, China, Italy, Wash- 
ington, D. C., Yosemite Valley and 


Grand Canyon, Arizona, have aroused the 


children’s interest in those countries; 
that posters listing a dozen or more of 
the most enjoyable travel books bring a 
demand for the listed books; that the 
railway guides and illustrated pam- 
phlets, e. g., ‘‘Wonderland 1900’’ and 
‘*California for Health, Pleasure and 
Profit,’’ have given an added interest in 
those sections. 

Then there are books which may be 
used as outside reading. First of all 
there are the series of Travel books; 
Little Journeys, Little Cousins, Little 
People Everywhere, Little Twins and 
Peeps at Many Lands. The latter series 
includes nearly all countries. 

A short graded list of individual 
books that may be used for outside read- 
ing follows: 

Third Grade. 
Andrews—Seven Little Sisters. 
Andrews—Each and All. 
Bayliss—Lolami, the Little Cliff 

Dweller. 

Muller—Story of a Wretched Flea. 

Peary—Snow Baby. 

Seeley—Story of the Earth. 
Waterloo—Story of Ab (Cavemen). 
Fourth Grade. 

Shaw—Big People and Little People 
of Other Lands. 

Carroll—Around the World. ; 
Muller—Little People of the Snow. 
Fifth Grade. 

Thwaites—Historiec Waterways. 

Twain—Life on the Mississippi. 

Ralph—Dixie, or Southern Scenes 
and Sketches. 

Sixth Grade. 
Hale—Historie Boston. 
Twombly—Hawaii and Its People. 
Stoddard—Lectures. 
Parkman—Oregon Trail. 
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Chittenden—Yellowstone National 
Park. 

Seventh Grade. 

Kingsley—Madame How and Lady 
Why. 

Edgar—Story of a Grain of Wheat. 

Smiles—Men of invention and Indus- 
try. 

Meldrum—Holland and the Holland- 
ers. 

Eighth Grade. 
Stanley—Darkest Africa. 
Greely—Explorers and Travellers. 
The books for the teacher’s own use 

are MeMurray’s ‘‘Type Studies’’ and 
**Special Methods in Geography.’’ 





Girl’s Reading Club, Council Bluffs. 

‘‘Readers’ and Funmakers’ Club’’ is 
the name given by the girls to their li- 
bray reading club. It started as an in- 
formal reading cirele late in the sum- 
mer of 1914 and was not formally or- 
ganized until October of that year. Any 
girl who had reached the fifth grade was 
eligible, but the majority belonged to 
the seventh and eighth grades and be- 
ginning High School. 

Such books as Thackeray’s ‘‘ Rose and 
the Ring,’’ Bennett’s ‘‘ Master Skylark,*’ 
Pyle’s ‘‘Merry Adventures of Robin 
Hood’’ and Dieken’s ‘‘ Christmas Carol’’ 
have been read at the weekly meetings. 
After each book had been read the girls 
gave a dramatic reading of the story 
to which their friends and parents were 
invited. Current events, papens and 
talks relating to the various books and 
other authors, very elementary parlia- 
mentary practice and debates supple- 
mented the reading at the regular club 
meetings and made the girls feel that 
they had a part in the program. 

During the summer months the pro- 
gram was varied by debates, the subjects 
being chosen from favorite books. For 
instance the first question debated was 
‘‘Resolved that Polly in Old fashioned 
girl was not old fashioned.”’ The next 
debate ‘‘Resolved that Anne of Green 
Gables was a better character than Pol- 
lvanna’’ became so heated that the 
question was debated a second time. The 
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girls were very much elated whep ; 
judges finally decided in favor of 4; 
Last summer prizes were offered to, & 
girls who read for the first time dosa, & 
the summer months any eight ¢ 
twenty-eight books given on a ligt * 
mer Reading.’’ This list contained geyaui & 
popular stories, a few classics, and ge & 
eral children’s favorites. Fiye 
girls received a copy of Jessie } 
Smith’s ‘‘Little Women,’’ beantif 
framed and ready to hang in their 
In October the club celebrated its fm 


+ 


to el 


+ 





anniversary. The fact that it has ipa ll oh 
more than a year and survived the = 
of a hot summer is full of encoypm & . 
ment. a = * 
This fall the girls have become g9 @, oa 
thusiastic over making scrap books fro aiooen 
discarded picture books that they : Be ki 
now making some of their own to , Seit 
as Christmas gifts to an orp Ey feel th 
Occasional hikes and parties apy should 
those who are not so fond of meet J 
and give us many new members, — I like 
Of course the motive back of the or. good 
ganization was to direct the girls’ read. B you sec 
ing and hold their interest in the be also m: 
ter books. In this there have been grat. & ge it 
fying results but other good things many 
come out of this team work: the tribute 
to conduct a meeting, self-p i have t' 
speaking and a wholesome outlet for§ busines 
youthful energy. Has it paid? Atth 
library we feel that the question is no 
debatable. 
Mary Fuller, | 
Children’s Librarian, § “The | 
And bi 
Iowa Summer Library School Reunie, § It will. 
The fourteenth annual reunion of the | 
Society of Iowa Summer Library Sehod No mo 
Students was held at Hotel Colfax m ! 
October 12th. Immediately following 
a luncheon at which about fifty wer 
present a business meeting was hei (T 
presided over by Mrs. Maud Murray bs 
Grundy Center. 2 0 
Greetings were sent to Miss T, It 
Miss Brown, Miss Howe, and Mr. Wy You 
A committee consisting of Miss $ le Y 
berger, Miss McRaith and Miss Sebrivt 
was appointed on the expenditure (7 








te 











in the treasury. 
the following officers were elected for 
ning year. 


: ident —Miss Edna Geisler, Mus- 


Wice-President—Mrs. Florence Mce- 

el § eibin Mt. Pleasant. 

Se. Secretary - Treasurer — Miss Edna 
ae — a, Sioux City. 





| eA ‘‘As Others See Us.’’ 
first "My Dear Miss Robinson: I have just 
; recived the program for your state 
geeting and I want to tell you how 
age. very much I regret that I cannot be 


a ors, Michigan and Wisconsin have 
chosen the same dates this year. As 
you know I am on that committee for 
gnstitution revision in Wisconsin so I 
feel that I must be there. Otherwise I 
should come to Iowa as I really want to 
meet your flock. As I told you before 
[like them very much—they have such 
good manners and such good sense. If 
you see fit you may convey that message, 
also my regret at not being there. You 
we it really worries me to find how 
many librarians have not these at- 
fributes—because the library world must 


Ye 
sf 
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nin ® have the respect and confidence of the 
for § business world. 

the Very sincerely yours, 

ot Ada J. MeCarthy, Librarian, 


Democrat Printing Co. 





“The library stands with its doors ajar, 
And bids you come from near and far; 
twill polish your thought and dust your 
brain, 
No money required, your presence, our 
in.”’ 
GOOD BOOK WEEK 
December 4 - 9 
(Tag, Clinton Public Library.) 
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“0 won’t you come and see us, 
It isn’t very far; 
You'll find a hearty welcome, 
You'll find the door ajar.’’ 
Library Publicity Week 
November 11-17 
(Tag, Chariton Public Library) 
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Library News ofthe State | 





ls 
Alta—A musicale for the benefit of 
the library was given on November 14th, 
which with membership fees paid at the 
time, netted $50.00 for the book fund. 
Ames—On October 18th a lecture on 
South America was given by Dean C. 


F. Curtiss for the benefit of the book 
fund of the city library. 


Ames—State College—Miss Vera 
Dixon, Pratt 1912, head of the technical 
department of the public library, Port- 
land, Oregon, has been made assistant li- 
brarian of the State College Library. 
Mrs. Thomas B. Jennings, who for the 
past two years has assisted in reorganiz- 
ing the Randolph-Macon Woman’s Col- 
lege Library, Lynchberg, Va., has become 
reference librarian. 


Avoca—The Home Economies Short 
Course recently held proved to be very 
successful both educationally and in add- 
ing $127 to the library fund. 

Bloomfield—A story hour is conducted 
at the library every Saturday by Mrs. 
Wilda Spencer Goode who is greeted by 
an enthusiastic audience on each oceca- 
sion. 


The Library Commission collection of 
the works of American artists was ex- 
hibited in the library during October. 


Boone—The American Art Collection 
of the Library Commissivn was exhibited 
in the library from November 21st to De- 
cember 5th. In connection with the ex- 
hibit informal talks in the auditorium 
of the library were given by Miss Fran- 
ces Mason. 

Carroll—Mrs. J. R. Byerly, employed 
temporarily by the board as librarian of 
the public library, and Mrs. C. W. Brun- 
er as assistant, are to be continued in- 
definitely in these positions. 

Cedar Rapids—aA special story hour 
was recently held at the library at which 
Mr. Verne Marshall, who spent several 
months with the French Ambulance 
Corp on the Verdun front, told the chil- 
dren of the eighth grades of his experi- 
ences, and showed many relics from the 














battle fields. Mr. Toms and Dr. Cogs- 

’ well, also in the service, and Mrs. Ives 
loaned the library their souvenirs which 
were displayed in the children’s room for 
a week. Much interest was aroused 
among the adult patrons as well as the 
children. The horrors of war formed a 
good lesson in favor of peace. 

Last summer a station was opened in 
the Daniels Park Presbyterian Church. 
Now the books have been moved into the 
voting booth set up by the city, and the 
station is open on Tuesday afternoon. A 
story hour is held at this time. 

Cedar Rapids—Coe College—A gift 
of $50,000 for the erection of a college li- 
brary building has been announced. The 
gift will be made by Mrs. M. D. Douglass 
of Minneapolis as a memorial to her hus- 
band, Walter D. Douglass, who lost his 
life with the sinking of the Titanic. 


Clarinda—Miss Maide Baker, for 
several years librarian of Simpson Col- 
lege Library, Indianola, has been selected 
as librarian of the public library and en- 
ters upon her duties January Ist. 

Clearfield—A library under the man- 
agement of the Education Division of the 
Clearfield Improvement Association has 
been opened with a collection of books se- 
cured by donation, by purchase and from 
the State Traveling Library. 

Corydon—A home talent entertain- 
ment given at the Auditorium on Decem- 
ber 6th, netted $40.00 for the library. 

Davenport — Miss Bertha Rogers, 
desk assistant in the public library, was 
married on November 25th to Dr. L. F. 
Guldner of Davenport. 

Des Moines—Board of Control—A li- 
brary program was given at the morning 
session of the Quarterly Conference of 
the Superintendents of the State Insti- 
tutions of Iowa on December 5th. Two 
excellent papers were read, the first on 
**Assets not Liabilities, Citizens not 
Wards,’’ by Miss Miriam E. Carey, Li- 
brary Supervisor of the State Institu- 
tions of Minnesota, who inaugurated this 
work in Iowa, and the second by Mr. W. 
L. Kuser, Superintendent of the Indus- 
trial School for Boys at Eldora. Both 
were listened to with deep interest and 
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provoked animated discussion 
pated in by many of the superinte 
present. = 

Des Moines—Library Club—T 
meeting of the Des Moines Library: 
was held in the state library and 
the form of a Hallowe’en froli¢, 
rooms were appropriately deco 
pumpkins and cornstalks and 
the guests, of whom there were 
five, were in costume. Witches p; 
over burning caldrons from which 
foretold the future. Bee 

On December 5th the club gave gdp @ 
ner at which Miss Carey was the gw 
of honor and principal speaker, 
were also given by Mr. W. J. Dixon 
Colonel McConologue, members of 
Board of Control. The superintendayy, § @ 
of many of the state institutions » at 
also present. 3 Ee 

Des Moines—Public Lib ’ 
Pearl Hamilton, assistant in the libray 
was married on November 7th to 
Henry Nollen, member of the J 
Moines Library Board. % oe 

A branch of the Des Moines P 
brary has been opened in the 
of Commerce with 100 volumes on 
ness subjects. se 

An assistant from the public } 
is to have charge of the West i. 
School library, and to have superyi 
of the work of the librarians in” 
other two high schools. e 

De Witt—Miss Elsie Saxton, libra 
ian of the public library, has 
granted a leave of absence which ¥ 
be spent in Florida. During her 
sence Miss Harriett McQuistion 1 
serve as librarian. ss 

Eldora—The library has sustained 
loss in the death of Stephen White 
for many years a member of the li 
board and president for several 
Resolutions of respect were pai 
the board at a special meeting se) 
ber 16th. 

Fayette—Upper Iowa Uni 
gift of $100 has been made by ¥ 
George Lull of Postville to be t 
the establishment of a chemical libra 

Fort Dodge—Miss Anne Mitchell, 
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i charge of the children’s work 
ye public library, has been granted 
of absence to attend the Pittsburgh 
rary School. During this time her 
sition will be filled by Mrs. Gertrude 
y, formerly an assistant in the li- 
pod—The traveling doll col- 
fon was exhibited in the public li- 
during November and attracted 
iny adult as well as juvenile visitors. 
Grand , Junction—During the first 
ht months of the existence of the li- 
1,890 books were loaned, which is 
average circulation of three times 
each book on the shelves. A Christ- 
bazaar for the benefit of the library 
held on the afternoon and evening 
December 2nd. 
mnfield—The library project inau- 
grated December 4, 1914, reached its 
gmmation on November 27, 1916, in 
s dedication of a Carnegie building 
and the opening of a free public library 
Greenfield. 
The dedication exercises were held in 
the Presbyterian church and were at- 
fended by an audience which filled the 
jouse. Rev. A. A. Smidt opened the pro- 
with a dedicatory prayer. Mr. W. 
, Battin, president of the library board, 
in presenting the keys to the city, told 
@ the growth of the movement which 
materialized in the new building and 
also read a financial statement of the li- 
brary fund. Mayor Harbour delivered a 
hort address of acceptance ‘and ex- 
tended a welcome to all to make use of 
the new institution. Mrs. T. W. Brown, 
m behalf of the Women’s Relief Corp, 
ted the library with a large Amer- 
flag which was most graciously ac- 
and the appearance of which 
t loud applause from the audi- 


—— 
tt 
the Ee 


eee. 

4 Miss Robinson of the Library Commis- 
i @ sion extended greetings and congratula- 
@ tions. Prof. R. R. Brourink, principal 
tthe High School, spoke of the material 
Which the library should contain and the 
‘We made of it by the town. 

The address of the evening was given 
by Rev. E. C. Fintel, pastor of the Meth- 
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odist Church of Creston, who spoke of 
the value of a library to a community. 
Several musical numbers were furnished 
by the High School Glee Club and the 
program was closed by benediction by 
Rev. L. E. Lombard. Following the ex- 
ercises in the church a reception was held 
at the library. 

The library is constructed of dark 
brick and presents an attractive appear- 
ance without and within it is lighted by 
an indirect lighting system and heated 
by the exhaust from the city heating 
plant. 

The Greenfield library today is the 
result of the efforts of the Woman’s 
Club, ably seconded by many of the men 
of the town, to all of whom much credit 
is due for their energetic and conscien- 
tious work which made possible the com- 
pletion of the building and the opening 
of the library in the short period of two 
years. Mr. W. L. Battin is president of 
the board, Mrs. H. R. Myers secretary 
and Miss Belle Sidey librarian. The li- 
brary was organized by Miss Hazel Clark 
of the Library Commission. 

Grinnnell—College Library—aA suite 
of rooms set apart for the collection of 
material dealing with Iowa is planned 
for the near future. The collection will 
also include much that has been gather- 
ed concerning the city of Grinnell and 
the college. é 

Iowa Falls—A reading course in 
American history stories has been out- 
lined at the public library and lists dis- 
tributed to the pupils of the fourth and 
fifth grades. The names of those who 
complete the course will be placed on a 
roll of honor and posted in the library. 

Mason City—Miss Florence Cottrell, 
for the past year in charge of the school 
work of the public library, has resigned 
her position to take work in connection 
with one of the branches of the Cleveland 
Public Library. By a rearrangement of 
the staff Miss Hortense Stetler has been 
made school librarian, and Miss Helen 
Taylor, for the past year librarian at 
Cherokee, becomes cataloguer. 

Muscatine—New lighting fixtures 
will be installed in the reading and chil- 
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dren’s rooms of the Musser Library in 
the immediate future. A three-day ex- 
hibit of a number of paintings repre- 
senting the work of Miss Edna Robeson, 
Miss Erma Kohn and Miss Roberta Hos- 
tetler was held in the library during Oc- 
tober. A similar exhibit from the Chi- 
cago Art Institute will be given Decem- 
ber 28th-30th. . 

Nashua—The interior of the library 
has recently been redecorated and great- 
ly improved thereby. 

Nevada—The resignation of Miss 
Kate Thomson, who has served the public 
library as librarian for a number of 
years, has been accepted and Miss Alice 
Lewis appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Newton—In accepting the resigna- 
tion of Mrs. Charlotte Bryant, who has 
so acceptably served the public library 
for many years, the library board voiced 
their regret at her leaving and their ap- 
preciation of her faithful and efficient 
services in a set of resolutions unani- 
mously adopted. 

Onawa—Miss Gail Hamil who has 
given excellent service as assistant in 
the public library for the past two years, 
has resigned her position to attend col- 
lege the coming year. 

Osage—To preserve the symmetry of 
the grounds and prevent the erection of 
a building too near to the library one- 
third of the adjoining lot has been pur- 
chased by the library board, thus add- 
ing also to the size and appearance of 
the library grounds. 

Parkersburg—At an election held on 
September 2nd the question of the estab- 
lishment of a free public library was 
carried. A library board has since been 
appointed. 

Sigourney—Miss Tisha Moorman has 
been appointed assistant in the library 
to take the place of Miss Dorothy Van- 
derlippe. 

Sioux City—Morningside College— 
Miss Martha Sanborn, who served as li- 
brarian of the college library for several 
years, has resigned her position and on 
November 15th was married to Mr. F. C. 
Willson of Wehawken, N .J. Mrs. Jessie 
H. Jackson has been selected to fill the 
vacancy. 


Sutherland—At a recent ele 
vote authorizing tax support for ¢ 
brary given to the town by M 
Woods was favorably carried. 


Traer—The Library Commissig 
lection of the works of American; 


was on exhibition in the publie® 
during November. 
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Waterloo—The Traveling doll. 


tion was exhibited in libraries e 
west during November. ° 

Webster City—A course of i 
tion in the use of the library j 
given to the freshman class of f¢ 


School by Miss Charlotte Crosley 


tant librarian. 





” Book and Periodical Exchar 


The Des Moines Public Libraj 
be glad to exchange city or teley 
rectories with any library in Io 
now on their exchange list, each” 
to pay the parcel post expense™ 


directories. a 





The Iowa City Public Librar 


number of bound volumes of ( 
Seribner, Harper and Popular { 
which they will donate to any” 
which will pay the transpo: 





FOR SALE—Complete volu 
the Chautauquan, 1903-1913. 
ested address Miss Genevieve € 


and Center Streets, Des Moine 
t 





The Indianola Public Libre 
sale, at a reduced price, a qua 
half size catalogue cards. Libral 
ing such cards for shelf i 
well to write to the librarian, 
S. LeFevre. 





‘A little clearer vision on t 


of some trustees as to what ¢ol 
the trust might produce better” 
for the library, for the comm 
the librarian and for the tru 
self.’"—Mary Eileen 
Menu ecard, New Monterey, @ 
Park meeting. % 
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